
Montego Bay Yacht Club Newsletter  March 2014 
 
 

1 
 

Commodore’s Report 
Ian Chandley, Commodore 
 
The New Year has come and gone, with the old year being rung out with great fun and merriment.  So it is time now to 
make plans for the next excuse for fun and jollifications – Easter Regatta!!!!   
 
This event has historically featured active Junior Sailor (in Mirror Dinghies) and cruiser participation, but in the last 12 
years or so, cruiser participation has dwindled to nothing due to a multitude of reasons – crew, time and money chief 
among them.  That said, the J-22 fleet has held up the MBYC Easter Regatta Flag, providing much excitement and 
entertainment for the sailing community.   
 
This Easter Regatta 2014, one Kingston boat has expressed an interest in coming to MoBay to participate, and several 
MoBay cruisers have also indicated their desire to get involved.  So if you know a cruiser owner, 
ask/cajole/plead/annoy/promise-copious-amounts-of-liquor-and-bikini-clad-ladies/whatever it takes, to get them and 
their boats out on the water this year.  Cruiser sailing/racing is a great way to introduce people to sailing and racing, and 
encourage youngsters to move up from the smaller boats like Picos, into larger classes that challenge and improve skill 
levels.  Yours truly moved out of Mirror Dinghies into cruisers where I learned about navigation, deep water boat 
handling, sail trim and other skills and techniques that have stood me in great stead for life (including “sprogging” and 
learning how to make mean garlic, butter and gin sauce for lobster…..). 
 

General News 
 
A seminar was held in December at the club with the Maritime Authority of Jamaica (MAJ) introducing the Jamaica Ship 
Registry and the proposed legislation that would require pleasure and commercial craft to be registered.  Part of the 
presentation outlined the benefits and efforts of the MAJ to establish an international yacht registry – quite a few large 
yachts are now registered under the Jamaican flag, and one such vessel (MV Trisara) was recently spotted in Antigua 
flying our colours!! 
 

 
 
The long advertised cleanup and removal of abandoned boats, trailers, engines and other miscellaneous detritus is now 
underway.  Our capable (and persuasive) administrator, Heather Vernon, talked a garbage company into parking a large 
skip behind the tennis court for a month to allow us to dispose of items deemed abandoned.  This has yielded old 
outboard motors, broken trailers, chi-chi condominiums (aka lumber) and other items that are taking up much needed 
space and making the club appear unsightly.  Please join me in thanking Denise Taylor of MV E-Zee who has helped with 
ferrying stuff from the boat launch area in her pickup.  If there are members who you think may have items that are in 
danger of being disposed of, please contact them and ask them to speak with Judith to secure them!! 
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The Tennis Court Committee has advised that approximately 70% of the monies needed to construct the additional 
tennis court has been collected.  Their goal is to collect the balance of the money by the end of March to start 
construction shortly thereafter.  With the growth of residences in the Freeport area and the trend towards Freeport 
becoming the center of MoBay, the additional court will be the first of many amenities to be offered that will attract 
members.  While the club is historically a boating club, by widening the social activities available, we will be able to 
attract and introduce people, many of whom would never have thought of participating,  to the joys of marine life. 
 
Recently several members of the committee had the pleasure of meeting Alexandra Rickham, Jamaican born/St. Ann 
raised member of the British Paralympic Yachting team.  Alexandra won a bronze in the 2012 London Olympics and is 
campaigning for the 2016 Rio Olympics.   Her story is an inspirational one as she was injured in a swimming accident as a 
teenager, right in the prime of her active life (equestrian sports, water-sports and others were a key part of her life), and 
is paralyzed from the chest down.  Yet despite this challenge, she completed a degree from the University of Bath (my 
alma mater!!) and went on to medal in the Paralympics.  She refuses to let obstacles stand in her way, and I left inspired 
to make the best of my own life because of her accomplishments.  If any members are interested, please contact Judith 
Dear to find out how to support Alexandra in her quest. 
 
I am urging all members who smoke to please observe all non-smoking areas, and honour the requests of the club and 
concession staff to either stop smoking or relocate to designated smoking areas.  These rules were established by the 
Jamaican Government and hold the management of establishments like the club liable for heavy fines – not the smokers 
themselves!!  As a former smoker, I know how frustrating this can be, but there is no choice in the matter as higher 
powers have decreed this….. 
 
Keep the beers cold, the sheets tight and your sails full!!! 
 
Until the next time,  
 

Ian 

Sailing News 

On the weekend of February 22nd and 23rd a Rules Information and Sailing Skills and Strategy Session was held at the 
Royal Jamaica Yacht Club in Kingston.  The session included a classroom presentation led by instructor Kristen Berry, of 
the J-World Annapolis Sailing School, followed by a day on the water practising sailing manoeuvres. 
 
After the session, Alan Ross, of the RJYC had these words of wisdom and encouragement for the Kingston sailors: 
 
“We do some nice refresher courses for those skippers who've been separated from their boat for long periods, and need 
a period of re-acquaintance and bonding. 
They may also need some help in crossing the line in the right direction at the appropriate time given that the world has 
turned upside down in their absence, and we now have a whole new set of confusion to deal with in Rule 226. 
 
Steffi is quite happy to nurse you through this potentially traumatic period and perhaps run through some early practice 
exercises that include: 
1. Catching a sticky bun 
2. Using the rule book (particularly throwing and catching) 

3. Displaying protest flag “ 
 



Montego Bay Yacht Club Newsletter  March 2014 
 
 

3 
 

 
Kristen Berry with Kingston sailors 
 
The weekend session was judged a great success by the 23 sailors who attended, including 3 of our MBYC sailors; 
Richard Hamilton, Peter Harper, and Jim Wilson.  
 

2014 Sailing Schedule 
 
Follow the link to the schedule:  http://www.mobayyachtclub.com/   
 
 

MBYC Manager’s Report 
Judith Dear, Club Manager 

 
MBYC 2014 Easter Regatta – April 18th to 21st 2014 
Schedule of Events       

Friday, April 18th            - Single Handed Racing 

Saturday, April 19th   - Easter Regatta 
5.00- 7.00PM              - Vice Commodore Happy Hour at her residence,” Landfall” 
Sunday, April 20th    - Easter Regatta- Youth Sailing - Children’s Fun Day – Prize Giving 
Monday April 21th     - No Events 
 

MBYC 2014 53rd Annual Fishing Tournament 
  
2014 Chairman, Bobby Stewart has advised that the tournament plans are being put in place for a wonderful fun filled 
tournament.  
2010 excerpt from “The Beacon” – Montego Bay’s then newspaper:- 
 
 
“First Tourney – MBYC Fishing contest voted a success.  The first fishing competition held by the Montego Bay Yacht 
Club’s newly formed Power Boat Squadron saw two marlin brought back to the Club after a half day’s fishing.  This was a 
very satisfactory result from the eight competing boats, only six of which fished for marlin.  Mr. William Jemmott, 
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Chairman of the Committee, told the “Beacon” that the event was designed to be the forerunner of a competition 
amongst power boats, but the main object of the competition is for everyone to have fun…… the amount caught was not 
of prime importance, although of course everyone likes to bring home a big fish.” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 MBYC Fishing Tournament 
MBYC “Deputy” 
Blue Marlin – 335 lbs 
Yes, Deputy certainly brought home a big fish. 
 

 
Latin Dance Lessons at the MBYC 
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Team Jamaica Training Programme for Members and their Staff 
 
This programme, being held at MBYC, covers Customer Service, Personal Development, Jamaica’s Culture, History and 
Geography. Dates: March 21, 22, 23 and March 28, 29, 30, 2014 (two weekends Fri. to Sun.) 
 
Course Cost is $7000.00 per person per course -  MBYC Participants enjoy a 10% discount. 
 
The programme will instill a sense of pride in self, the tourism product and our country.   
Call Cheryl Kelly at 469 0030 to register or for further information. 

 
Termite Treatment – Club House 
 
Thanks to Greg Miller, one of our newest members, and his staff, we are in the process of treating the club house for 
termites.  Much appreciation to the Seahorse Grill and the MBYC staff who commenced the exercise at 11.00PM  
after the customers had left. 
 
This long overdue treatment to the structure caused a substantial amount of damage which we will have to remediate. 

 

Clearing the Dry Dock Boat Yard 
 
The collection unit, organized by Heather, has been located in the Dry Dock Boat Yard and we have commenced filling it 
with the articles removed from the container and the dry dock area.  Our goal is to have the dry dock cleared by the end 
of March 2014. 
 

MBYC Grounds 
 
In addition to keeping the grounds tidy and groomed, our club gardeners, Anthony Carty and Deveone Perkins, 
have been transforming the property into a tropical oasis.  Thanks to their hard work and member donations 
of plantings and soil, we have a property of which we can be proud, and which is a key asset in our becoming a 
destination venue for local events.  

   
       Anthony Carty and Deveone Perkins 
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Please help us to keep the grounds free of litter.  If you have plants that you would like to donate to the club, 
please contact Judith. 
 
 

Fuel Payments 
 
MBYC administration is requesting that the boating community make their fuel payments directly to this department.   
 

EXCERPTS FROM THE MBYC BYE LAWS 

7. CLUB HOUSE AREAS 
 A.  Bare chests, bathing suits and wet clothing are not permitted in the Club Rooms 
                              or Bar areas.  
 B. Children under the age of 16 years are not permitted in the Club Bar area.  
 C. Children under the age of 16 years may not be served alcoholic beverages  
 D. Periodicals, books etc. must not be removed from the premises  
 E.  Any part of the Club House may be rented out for special occasions. Notice of such     
                              shall be posted on the Club Notice Board, located inside the main entry door to the  
                              Club at least four (4) days in advance.  
 F.  Positively no fuel containers, empty or full, shall be kept anywhere in the club building . 
 
Please note that the complete version of the MBYC Bye Laws is available on the MBYC website. 
 
 

MANAGER’S Old Time Corner 
The Past Commodores 
MBYC 50th. Anniversary 2012 
 

 
Back Row: Robert Mallasch 
Front Row: From left to right: Richard Hamilton: Peter Harper: David Fletcher: Evelyn Harrington:  Bryan Langford: 
Winston Dear O.D. Tony Hart: Dr. Simon Clarke 
For information on our amazing past Commodores, visit our MBYC website: 
http://www.mobayyachtclub.com/   - MBYC History  

http://www.mobayyachtclub.com/
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Youth Sailing 

Lyn Langford, Vice Commodore 

 
The Youth Sailing program has been very fortunate to have the support of SO MANY people!  Words cannot express our 

gratitude to each and every one of you who have contributed or donated in any and all shapes, sizes and forms!     

On Friday, February 7th the ever-creative Carole Small was kind enough to share her talent with us by displaying and 

selling some of her amazing art!  ‘ArtSail’ was a wonderful show and Carole announced early on that 50% of the 

proceeds would be donated to the Youth Sailing Program!  WOW!!!   How lucky are we?   To promote and welcome 

persons to the show, members of the YSP, Dominic Coburn and Ty Ventura, were on hand to greet persons at the door.    

It was a magical night and we can’t thank Carole enough.   On behalf of the YSP, Ty would like to say a few words: 

“A great big thank you to Aunt Carole for putting on an art show for us.  I want to race J22's just like my dad.  It is great 
to know people out there care about us and our program. Yayyyyy!” 

We are also excited to announce that we are hoping and planning to start Saturday Sailing!   This will be for sailors who 

have participated in at least one YSP camp or clinic within the past two years.   This is purely for practice!  There will be 

no ‘instruction’ but I’m sure our ‘Sea Nanny’ will be able to give a pointer or two.   There will be a fee of $1,000 per 

Saturday and kids must sign up a week in advance.   We want to make sure we are considerate of our volunteer’s time 

so as to continue the ‘good spirit’ of sailing.   We will be asking for Sea Nannies, so please check your calendar to sign up 

for a Saturday.   All the fun starts March 15th!  Please call the club to register!  

Youth Sailing ‘ARTSAIL’ Wrap Up 
Carole Small, Editor 
 
A big thank you from me to everyone who so generously participated in the ‘ARTSAIL’ event.   
 
‘Tulips and Fruit’ was the first painting to go.  It was purchased by Westa, from Florida.  She and her husband Ian were 
staying on their boat at the MBYC dock and had been on the lookout in Jamaica for some colorful art.  The painting has 
already been flown off the island to its new residence in Florida where it happily graces the walls of Westa and Ian’s 
home. 
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Because of the success of ‘ARTSAIL’, the club is considering holding more art related exhibitions.  The clubhouse is a 
great venue for this kind of event and art really enhances and adds interest to the décor.  The club can also generate 
revenue through commissions from art sales.  What are needed now, in order to do justice to these kinds of exhibitions, 
are proper lighting and hanging systems.  If any of our members can help out with suggestions, donations or discounts in 
terms of acquiring and/or installing this equipment, please contact Judith at the club. 

 
Special thanks to Lyn Langford, Tanique Broder-Ventura and of course our youth sailors, Ty and Dominic for their 
boundless enthusiasm and support in helping to organize and promote this fun event.    

 
PS – Aloysius is still looking for a home    
 

 
 

MBYC Admin Report 
Heather Vernon, Club Administrative Assistant 
 

 
 
MBYC has new merchandise in stock including Polo shirts, tee shirts, caps, bags, towels, Jamaican polo, tee and flags and 
MBYC burgees.  Our polo shirts now carry small boats on the sleeves and they have really been selling well. 
 
In the month of February we hosted six events at the club and had four committee room rentals.   The venue fees go a 
long way to help cover our monthly expenses. 
 
MBYC welcomed seventeen visiting vessels at the Club’s facility.  Visiting boats are an important source of revenue for 
the club; they pay dockage fees, buy gas and utilize our restaurant facilities. 
 
The rotting pole at the entrance of the dock has now been removed. 
 
The container to remove the old items from the property is situated behind the tennis court.  We are inviting members 
to avail themselves of this facility.  The container will be on the club’s premises up until March 20, 2014.  Our aim is to 
have the dockyard and club’s premise restored to its once pristine beauty. 
 

‘Inspiration exists, but it has to find us working together’. 
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Who’s On the Dock? 
Carole Small, Editor 
 

‘Já’ 
 “"Já" is Icelandic for "yes" but in daily usage it can mean so much more than yes. When combined with a second "já" 
it can take on hundreds of subtle shades of meaning. Icelanders say "já, já" (roughly 'yow-yow' in English phonetic 
spelling) so much that the inhabitants of the nearby Faroe Islands refer to Icelanders as "Jau'ari": literally, People 
Who Say 'Já'.”  From The Iceland Report Blogspot; http://icelandreport.blogspot.com/2005/08/j-j.html 
 
On January 30th, 2014, ‘Ja’, a 33 ft. Watkins sailboat, arrived at the MBYC.  ‘Ja’ is owned and sailed by Jon Sigurdsson and 
crewed by Giovanni Borghese from Cutchogue, New York.   
 

  
‘Ja’ on the MBYC docks 
 
Jon spent five years in South America, most of it in Columbia.  There he met and joined forces with a Columbian 
businessman who owned and operated a roofing business.  Together they secured a distributorship for a roofing system 
that is used worldwide (http://www.toppsproducts.com/).  Last year Jon got the travel bug again. This time he wanted 
to explore the Caribbean. He sold his Columbian business partner his part of the company and then the parent company 
in USA hired him to be a consultant for them and promote their product throughout the Caribbean.   
 

 
Jon Sigurdsson 
In April, 2013 Jon bought ‘Já’ in south Florida with little to no sailing experience. Two months later Jon invited an 
Icelandic friend to help him sail to Havana while being taught along the way!  The Icelandic friend and Jon arrived at the 
famous Ernest Hemmingway Marina but unfortunately the crewman was not a fan of sunscreen throughout the trip.  
Alas, he was compelled to return his badly burned hide back to Iceland after a month, leaving Jon to set out on the rest 
of his Caribbean adventure alone. 
 

http://icelandreport.blogspot.com/2005/08/j-j.html
http://www.toppsproducts.com/
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Five months after ‘Ja’ made her maiden voyage to Havana, Jon took on Giovanni Borghese as crew. They travelled east 
visiting Varadero and a number of the north eastern Cuban ports along the way.  In late January they set sail for Jamaica 
from Santiago de Cuba, first clearing in though Port Antonio and later arriving at the MBYC. 
 
They are planning to sail around the western end of Jamaica and onto the south coast then spend some time in 
Kingston.  After Jamaica their itinerary includes the south coasts of Haiti, Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico then 
further south throughout the Lesser Antilles towards Venezuela. 
 
“Góða ferð” Jon and Gio!  We hope you enjoyed your stay at our Club and wish you safe sailing and happy travels. 

 
Jamaican Stories 
From Gene Drummond 
 
Our very own Gene Drummond who was born and raised in Jamaica has passed along a few humorous stories recalled 
from her life in Jamaica.  I’ll try and include one each month – until they run out.   Here’s the second one.  Thank you 
Gene! 
 
Touring an American friend of mine around in the back hills of Jamaica, we stopped to enjoy a view and stretch our legs. 
A Jamaican came up to chat with us, and during the conversation my friend enquired what the politics were like in that 
part of the country. The Jamaican replied, “I daw'n know Boss, but I can tell yuh dat de silver ticks is giving the cattle 
hell.” 
 

Mystery of the Month 
 
Last month’s mystery question was answered quickly by Davia Powell.  Now there’s a gal who knows Montego Bay!  The 
correct answer was Gravel Lane, which connects Creek and Barnett streets. 
 
Check out the photo below of the seed pods that were found near the sea between Sandy Bay and Point.  What is the 
name of the tree that produces these pods?  
 

 
 
 

Sailing Quote 
 
“A sailor’s joys are as simple as a child’s.” 
  Bernard Moitessier 


