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COMMODORE’S REPORT 
  

 
Nigel Knowles 

 

Hello, MBYC members!   Spring has sprung, di grass has riz, I wonder where di birdies is.   Spring is lovely with 
the brighter mornings, clearer skies, and beautiful seas.  I hope you are enjoying them as much as I am.  
 
As usual, April was another busy and eventful month at the Yacht Club, with functions, weddings, J22 racing, 
upgrade plans moving forward and a drugs bust!   Now that was not usual!   
 
In recent months, the Marine Police had been observing vessel movements on the dock and in the harbour, 
particularly as it pertained to visiting boats. Quite recently, they notified us that there were concerns about a 
particular vessel docked at the Club. That afternoon they informed that they wished to search the boat and 
question persons of interest who were visiting and working on it. Subsequently, this led to the arrest of two 
individuals.  As this is an ongoing case and exact details unknown and kept confidential, we cannot say much 
more, other than a large quantity of marijuana was seized and taken as evidence following this search.  
 
As you will understand, MBYC is happy to work closely with the Jamaican authorities to ensure that no illegal 
activities take place on our property and will assist all law enforcement organisations if asked to do so.  Our 
upgraded camera system and recordings were viewed to aid their investigations.  
 
Plans for this year’s Marlin Tournament are in full swing with places being offered to previous entrants first for 
pr- registration.  We currently have a waiting list of boats wishing to compete in the tournament, but as places 
are limited we are working hard to see how we can best manage the demand without overloading our 
facilities or dock spaces.  This year will again see many non-fishing activities scheduled and plenty of social 
gatherings for members and visitors alike to enjoy.  More details will be released shortly.  The tournament 
runs from the 20th to the 24th of September, although only 3 of these days are fishing days.  We look forward 
to seeing you all at the club during this exciting time.  
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A great deal of preliminary work is in the works regarding the 2017 Pineapple Cup.   We have now prepared 
the Notice of Race (NOR) and Press Release.  I believe that with the efforts of the committee and others who 
are assisting us we can grow the event back to the size it once was.  In fact, we have made an exciting addition 
to the main race which will make our club the centre of attraction – an event that will be of interest to all our 
members during February 2017.   
 
Here is a brief excerpt from the Press Release announcing that the Pineapple Cup race will now be part of the 
Western Caribbean Race Series which incorporates the Mobay to Havana race into the event.   
 

 
 
 
For more information about this amazing race following the link:  http://www.pineapplecup.com/ 
 

http://www.pineapplecup.com/
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During the summer we are holding 2 youth sailing camps which we hope you will promote by involving your 
youngsters and their friends.  The camp is a great opportunity to grow their sailing and boating skills and a 
love of the sport that will benefit them all their lives.  Once again we are lucky to have Zoe coaching with a 
number young sailors assisting her in a fun two week program of learning and doing.  All details are on the 
web site and notice board at the club.  I recommend signing up early so we can ensure your space in the camp.  
More information on the sailing camp are included later in this newsletter. 
 
The J22 fleet are currently in the midst of the Bob Mallacsh race series which is held each year in memory of 
our dearly departed past Commodore Bob Mallacsh.  The first weekend of this two weekend event was held 
on May 7th.  The second weekend sailing is scheduled for May 21st.  If you wish to be involved there are often 
spaces available to crew on board, assist the start committee and definitely to share a beverage or two at the 
bar after the boats are back at the dock.  Please join us.  It’s a lot of fun and a great opportunity to pay tribute 
to a fine sailor and dear friend of the club, and to raise a glass in his memory.  
 
The club is currently looking to re-house some kittens and cats that have been living on our grounds.  They 
have been encouraged to feed and are becoming domesticated so should be house friendly if removed from 
the club.  Please contact Taddy if you have an interest in homing any of these as we wish to reduce the 
quantities that are living here.  We plan to have them all neutered via the Animal Haven prior to re homing.    
 
In closing I wish to point you in the direction of the notice of our club AGM which is detailed later in this 
newsletter.  The AGM is a very important meeting where you get to chose who you want to run your club.  
You’ll hear about our achievements over the past year, and plans for the coming year, and you can question 
your committee on what they have done or plan to do on your behalf.  Your input is welcome and necessary.  
Please attend and make your vote count.  I know you want the best for your club’s future, as do I.  I look 
forward to seeing you there.  
 
Cheers, Nige 
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MBYC MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
Taddy Tavares, Club Manager 

 
PROGRESS OF CLUB UPGRADES 
 

 A big 'Thank You' to member Adrian 'Ruddy' Armstrong for kindly volunteering to have two chairs from 
the poker room refurbished. 

 

 Replacement of rotten planks on the elbow of the dock now complete with further plans to continue 
on the T-section at the end. 

 

 In mid-April, an investigation took place and a boat docked on the pier was searched by the Marine 
Police, the results of which revealed a large amount of marijuana.  Two persons were subsequently 
arrested and the vessel seized.  

 

 The current phase for the installation of cameras is now complete. As with the assistance of this 
equipment in recent weeks, this will greatly enhance the measures needed to effectively secure 
property items and hopefully deter unwanted activities from taking place. Plans for additional cameras 
are in place and now await funds to complete.  

 

 A release recently went to Club members updating all on the details of the Seawind Club facility. It is 
still run by Secrets until the official handing over to Hard Rock Café on September 1st at which time it 
will be closed for branding until the official opening tentatively set for November. 

 
EVENTS, FUNCTIONS, EXHIBITIONS 
 

 The Bob Mallasch Series is on in May, the first of 2 race days was May 7th, with the final race day being 
May 21st. We encourage members and guests to come and enjoy the races and witness the winner 
receiving the beautiful trophy to be presented in memory of Bob. 

 The AGM this year will be held on July 2nd. Nomination forms are available from the Admin Office for 
those who wish to nominate persons of their choice to be on the Committee. Reminder - all members 
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must be paid in full or current to be able to vote. Members are again encouraged to sign up for sub-
committees (e.g. social, sailing and membership). 

 

 The much awaited Youth Sailing Camp is on this year July 18-29, with instruction days being July 18-22 
and July 25-29. More details will follow in the next few days. 

 

 April saw few private dining functions, a rehearsal dinner and a birthday party. The Cornwall Basic 
School brought a group of 30 5-yr. old children on a tour of the pier. 

 

 Last month, the Club welcomed 22 visiting boats, mainly from Cuba, U.S.A., Canada, United Kingdom, 
France & Germany. 

 
Parents, please remind your children to refrain from running from the Club's lounge into the parking lot and 
warn them of the potential dangers of moving vehicles. Additionally, we ask that all motorists reduce their 

speed to 5 mph on entering/exiting the compound. 
 

CONDOLENCES 
 
We regret to announce that Poncetto Groves, the person with perhaps the second longest association with 
the Club besides Mike Lyons, passed away two weeks ago after a brief illness. 'Lint-Eye' (unsure of spelling), as 
he was popularly known, worked all these years cleaning and fixing several members' boats both past and 
current.  We await notification from his family regarding funeral arrangements and will certainly pass on 
details as we are made aware. 
 
We also offer sincere condolences to Gilbert Pryce from the grounds department whose mother passed away 
recently. 
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MBYC YOUTH SAILING SUMMER CAMP 
 
It's back and better than ever before, the MBYC YOUTH SAILING SUMMER CAMP!  Break out the sunscreen 
and life jackets, and get ready for a fun filled summer! 
 

 

J22 2016 SAILING CALENDAR 
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2016 JAMAICA MUSIC CAMP 

Club member Leora O’Carroll is once again organizing the very successful annual Jamaica Music Camp for 
young musicians, both local and international, aged 9 to 17.  The 10 day sleep-away camp will be held in July 
at a villa in Tryall.  Please visit the camp’s website for more information about the many programs and 
activities being held this year. Register early to make sure you get one of the few remaining spots.  
http://jamaicamusiccamp.com/ 
 
This year, Tessanne Chin will be giving a master class at the camp.  The master class will include 
Tessanne giving feedback and suggestions on campers' performances followed by a Q&A where campers will 
have the opportunity to ask Tessanne about her music career and how music has impacted her life. For more 
info on Tessanne, please visit http://www.officialtessannechin.com/ 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The MBYC Newsletter is compiled, contributed to, edited and published by 
Carole Small.  Please send your comments, photos and contributions to 

carolesmall@shaw.ca.  
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