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MBYC 2014 Easter Regatta 
Lyn Langford, Vice Commodore 
Photos Courtesy of Richard Hamilton 

 

 
 
Ahoy there!  For those of you who weren’t able to join us for our Easter Regatta, you missed a GREAT time!    
While 2014 did not compare to other years of the Great Yacht Race and the All-Comers Race in terms of the 
number of entrants, it was fun none the less!  
 
Our weekend started out on Thursday with the Vice Commodore’s Welcome Cocktail Party where we heartily 
welcomed visiting cruisers from Kingston as well as our own sailors.  It was a lovely evening and we extend our 
many thanks to CPJ for donating the ham and cheese on the nibbles table.   Many thanks also to Peter Harper 
for donating the ever – welcomed Red Stripe machine - ALWAYS a crowd pleaser!   And a big thank you to 
Tanique Ventura and my wonderful husband, Bryan, for helping to provide the rest of the bar and appies. 
   
Visiting Yachts - Margarita – Port Antonia: RJYC - Fragan: Get Whey: Andromeda:  One Love:  Puella Mea 
 
Friday was a quiet day in preparation for the start of the Easter Regatta J22 series.  We sorely missed the 
cruisers and other classes that have entered in past years, and hope that next year will see them joining again 
in the festivities. 
 
Saturday morning the club was bustling with idle threats of who will beat the other!  It was a lively 
atmosphere.  During the skippers’ meeting it was agreed by all to drop one race in order to determine the 
winner of the coveted Appleton Trophy.     
 
Saturday winds were so varied that it was difficult for the ever-impressive Start Committee of Mark Hall, Robin 
DeLisser and Lyn Langford to set consistent and challenging courses. As a consequence, each course changed 
with multiple degrees of difficulty.    So much so, that for race #4 the Committee was chastised (yet not 
protested as they knew better) for not changing the direction of the start! While the rains did its best to 
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dampen our spirits and the regatta, alas, we persevered and managed to complete all 4 races. At the end of 
day 1 ‘Renegade’ was in the lead with ‘Ayahso’ in an impressive second place.    
 
Sunday saw better wind conditions overall with average winds gusting about to around 10 knots.  
Reinforcements for the start committee were brought on with the addition of Trina DeLisser, Bryan Langford 
and a very large cooler!  The day was easy with wonderful sailing overall.   ‘Defender’ with Nigel Knowles at 
the helm placed an impressive 4th overall with 27 points and Bob Mallasch and ‘Team Ayahso’ with 17 points 
overall coming in 3rd.  Peter Harper and his tenacious crew on ‘Zipper’ placed overall 2nd  with 13 points and 
the young star on the water, Zoe Knowles, helmed the champion boat, ‘Renegade’ with 10 points overall.     
  
We were honored throughout the regatta by the presence of some very special members; David and Alice 
Fletcher who came down from Homosassa Florida for this Easter Regatta.   Our prize giving this year was one 
to be remembered as we not only had David and Alice with us but  also Gene Drummond (David’s sister) 
present to give out the Ranger Trophy to Josephine Meany for Outstanding Service to the Club.   Gene 
designed and created the Ranger Trophy so it was very special having her with us.    
 

 The Youth Sailor of the Year Award went to Ty Ventura - an avid sailor who will go far!  

 The Silver Top Trophy for Sportsmanship was appropriately awarded to Bob Mallasch  

 The Jock Lindsay Trophy for Most Improved Sailor was awarded to Gavin Harper 

 The Paul Eldemire Memorial Trophy for the winner in Race #4 J22 class went to ‘Renegade’ 

 The Gargoyle Cup for the J22 Champion was given by David Fletcher who, himself won the trophy three 
consecutive times in 3 different boats (2 Snypes and 1 Yawl) to ‘Renegade’  

 The overall regatta champion and the winner of the Appleton Trophy was ‘Renegade’ skippered by Zoe 
Knowles 
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This year’s regatta would not have been possible without the volunteers and team members of the MBYC.   A 
special thank you to Bryan Langford and Captain’s Watersports for donating the stoosh start boat - “A 
comfortable start committee is a happy start committee”.     Thank you to Dock Master David Lewis who set 
the marks for both days and to Heather, Davia, Judith and the whole of the MBYC team.  Without you all, we 
would be lost.   
More thank yous will be coming but I wanted to personally and publicly thank the following persons for their 
help and support over this past weekend.    The weekend was a huge success and a FABULOUS time was had 
by all! 
 
Thank you and Big Ups to: 

 Judith, Heather and Davia for organizing their Easter Sunday kids’ activities and assisting getting the 
trophies ready! 

 Dock master David for making sure all the visiting boats were safely docked 

 Captains Watersports for the donation of the Start boat on both Saturday and Sunday 

 CPJ for the delicious ham, cheeses and wine that was served on Thursday night at the Vice 
Commodores party 

 Peter Harper for the beer machine!  

 Frank May for getting the keeper trophies made for us! 

 Our start committee: Mark Hall, Robin and Trina DeLisser, Bryan and Lyn Langford 
 
To sum up, Easter Regatta 2014 was small yet powerful, mischievous, challenging and a whole lot of FUN!   
We’re looking forward to an even bigger and better Easter Regatta next year!  The Start Committee is ready 
for all of you so …. Sail Fast!  
 

MBYC 2014 Easter Regatta – The Big Little Regatta 
Richard Hamilton 
 
To paraphrase someone famous (Carole can run a competition on this):  
 
“Never, in the field of entertainment, have so many owed so much fun, frivolity and foolishness to so few”. 
 
So who are the many?  The club members of course and particularly those who were able to come and spend 
part of their Easter Sunday with us.  It was a packed affair at the club, with the children’s Easter egg hunt 
spurring the parents into the place, dragging in friends and family and generating an overflowing prize giving.  
The competitors were honoured, as well as those who accumulated prizes over the last year.  Even our 
esteemed Commodore let his hair down in the post prize giving a hopscotch marathon!  Well done to the club 
and the organizing committee.   
 
 So who are the few?  Well, they are the sailors of course: all 15 of them on the 4 boats that competed.  They 
continued the tradition of the Easter Regatta in a wildly reduced format.  Without them there would have 
been no excuse for the rest of the members to come to the club and enjoy.  Well done the sailors. 
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Even fewer than the sailors, although not by much, were the members of the committee boat (7 people were 
counted on the boat, almost 50% of the number of sailors on the water!).  Even less than that was the amount 
of clothing that was actually worn by the lovely ladies on the Committee boat– distraction and diversion 
tactics really helped prevent real protests develop between the competing boats.  Near naked Race 
Committees should really be presented to the next international Rule Revision Committee as a sensible 
solution to attracting more sailors onto the water...  Something for the Committee to ponder anyway. 
 
And so to the sailing, hardly the talking point of the weekend with the exception that the youngest sailor in 
memory won the regatta despite the best efforts of the race committee setting courses that were a little more 
like orienteering obstacle courses than windward/leeward courses.  Well done indeed to the Champion 
Skipper Zoe Knowles who at the age of 15 out strategized, out maneuvered and out sped the competition in a 
very definite fashion!  Zoe is a successful result of our Youth Sailing Program and a testimony to the interest 
that the program creates and nurtures in our young people.  The program continues and needs all the 
encouragement that it can get.  The future of our club depends 100% on youth sailing. 
 
Winds were very light all weekend with a very northerly bias that swung south ahead of the rains each day.  In 
addition to these convenient and stable winds, one of the obstacles was a large pile of rocks to be left to port 
and shaved as close as possible on a course from Doctors Cave to KFC.  In the case of Defender v Renegade in 
this instance, it was a question of who had the biggest (rocks) and Defender won.  It was probably only 
because Nigel was steering someone else’s boat.  Speaking of which Nigel took being beaten by his daughter 
mostly squarely.  Well done Nigel.  
 

 
The Start Committee Boat  
 
Follow the link to see the full Monty (oops, I mean video): 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3ksds0xh3c9sptk/G423V2D8YX#lh:null-VID_20140420_121823.mp4 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3ksds0xh3c9sptk/G423V2D8YX#lh:null-VID_20140420_121823.mp4
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Follow this link to see more Regatta photos:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3ksds0xh3c9sptk/G423V2D8YX#/ 
 

Race Results 
 

 
2014 Sailing Schedule 
 
Follow the link to the schedule:  http://www.mobayyachtclub.com/ 
   
 

Cayman J/22 team comes third in World Championships 
 
Check out the race results at this link: http://sailing.co.za/gybeset/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/j22-worlds-
final-results-from-VAAL-DAM-26-April-3-May-2014-2014.htm 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3ksds0xh3c9sptk/G423V2D8YX#/
http://www.mobayyachtclub.com/
http://sailing.co.za/gybeset/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/j22-worlds-final-results-from-VAAL-DAM-26-April-3-May-2014-2014.htm
http://sailing.co.za/gybeset/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/j22-worlds-final-results-from-VAAL-DAM-26-April-3-May-2014-2014.htm
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MBYC Manager’s Report 
Judith Dear, Club Manager 
 
MBYC 2014 EASTER REGATTA 
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt and Games Day 

 
The kids had a fun day hunting eggs, making craft items and playing games. We even noted senior members 
playing hopscotch. Special thanks to our MBYC staff, Davia and our volunteers – please come back next year 
and help us again. Thanks Vijay for your donations. 
 

2014 Port Antonio Spring Fishing Tournament  
 

 
 
Congratulations to our MBYC Gordon Shirley, “U-Sea-Me” who placed second in the tournament.  
 

Ministry of Health 
 

The MoH representative is making our lives extremely difficult.  They have warned us that if they find one 
scale on the dock they will be closing it down.  So please would you ensure that all fish is scaled and cleaned 
on the table provided and that the area is washed clean of any debris. 
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MBYC Swimming Pool – Does not have a license 
 
The Ministry of Health has advised us they were going to serve a closure warrant to the club.  The fee was 
quickly paid and the process of satisfying the license requirements has commenced.  Denise Taylor, an 
exceptional member, has donated the spine board and pole.  However, we desperately need two emergency 
rings even if they are not perfect. 
 

Music License from JACAP Copyright  
 
The club had to quickly obtain a music license to play piped music and TV programs at our establishment.  Yes, 
every public place needs one. Thanks Claudia for your help. 
 

Slip Contracts 
 
The MBYC administrative department has sent out 18 requests but has only received 5 completed slip 
contracts.  We need these contracts to update our file. 
 

Salsa Dance Lessons 
 
The Salsa Dance Lesson classes are postponed until further notice. 
 

 

Youth Sailing  
 
The youth sailors are certainly enjoying their practice sailing sessions.  Thanks to Jim, Stephen, Zoë, Tanique 
and the MBYC staff. 
 
 

Tennis Courts 
 

The account at JMM is now established and we can now look forward to the construction of our new courts in 
the near future. Special thanks to the generosity of our special tennis members who have donated to the 
tennis fund.  See the plans affixed to the wall by the notice board. 
 

 Payment to MBJ Freeport Ltd – Re land transfer fees 
 

MBYC will soon be the proud owner of the dry dock and tennis court lot as all relevant costs and charges have 
been paid in full. 
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MANAGERS OLD TIME CORNER 
 

Memories of Sailing the Grenadines 
 There are some 32 islands and cays in the chain 
 

 
 
 

Who’s On the Dock? 
 
Next month we’ll have an interview with Dick Sweat.  I was a bit late putting it all together and want to wait 
until he’s had a chance to vet the article.  Watch this space next month! 
 

Passages 
 

Please join the MBYC Commodore in expressing our sincere condolences to Mrs. Josephine Meany on the 
passing of her mother, Mrs. Margaret Sharpe.  Josephine is an active member of our club and a valued 
member of the Executive Committee. 

 
Introductions 
Carole Small, Editor 
 

Heather Vernon 
 

No introductions needed here.  Our own well known and much loved Heather Vernon has been working in the 
administration office at the club for 14 years.  For the first two years she worked as a waitress then a cashier 
and also store room clerk. 
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Heather 16 years ago at MBYC  Heather in 2014 at MBYC 
 
Heather was born and raised in Kensington, in the Parish of St. James.  She attended Maldon High School and 
after graduating she enrolled in and graduated from Kenilworth Heart Academy where she studied Food & 
Beverage Services and Hospitality.  Before coming to the club, Heather worked as a receptionist at GYM 80.  
She continues to attend evening classes to upgrade her accounting and administrative skills. 
 
Heather comes from a large family of 10 children, and she’s the youngest.  She has one child of her own now 
lives in Cornwall Courts, commuting to work via taxi. 
 
One of the things Heather likes most about her job is that she’s not stuck behind a desk all day.  Her work 
takes her all over the club premises and she says she learns something new every day.  I can’t imagine there’s 
ever a dull day at the club! 
 
Among the many interesting challenges that she faces in her work are issues relating to and impacting the 
members and staff.  It’s not easy working in a day to day operation at a management or administrative level, 
on a very tight budget and with minimal resources; imagine for just a moment, if you will, having to deal with 
cranky boaters who want gas IMMEDIATELY and there isn’t any!   Still, she tries to treat every person as an 
individual and takes her duties and performance very seriously.  So, the next time you go to buy gas and there 
isn’t any, or if Heather calls about your unpaid dock fees, give her a break.   All of the staff are doing their best. 
 
When I asked Heather about her memories and funny stories about the club, she came up with these 
comments.  They’re pretty interesting. 
 
“I really do not have funny incident but let me say this: 

 Peter Harper used to be the coolest member here at the club  

 Bryan Langford always has a way to make the hardest problems seems easy 

 Dr. Simon Clarke is always giving encouragement 
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 Evelyn Harrington,  I must say a big think you to, most of what I learned here was from her 

 Michael Lyons and Captain Billy, thank you for teaching me about boating and the channel and markers  

 Denise Taylor for taking me out on her boat and  helping to keep my height under control” 
 

I think Heather is a pretty private person who doesn’t make a lot of noise about herself or her work.   But she’s 
got years of hands on experience and knowledge relating to the club, the people and their quirks, and a keen 
insight into human nature.   And I think we’re lucky to have her on board. 
 
Thank you Heather! 

 
Mystery of the Month 
 

Last month’s mystery question also went unanswered.  Sometimes I confess to wondering if anyone actually 
reads the newsletter.  Or perhaps it’s just the mystery question that people aren’t reading.  Or maybe the 
questions are too hard, or too easy, or maybe people want prizes!  Let me know if that’s the case and maybe 
offer some suggestions for prizes too.  In the absence of any feedback one way or another, I’ll just continue 
plodding along. 
 
The name of the contraption that the tourists were riding is the ‘Segway’, a two-wheeled, self-balancing, 
battery-powered electric vehicle invented by Dean Kamen, an American entrepreneur and inventor from New 
Hampshire.  Fun little vehicle! 
 

In Richard’s Easter Regatta article this month, he challenged us with another puzzle.  Upon what actual famous 
quote was Richard’s paraphrased quote based, and who was the originator of the original quote?  Respond to:  
carolesmall@shaw.ca 
 
 
This month we’re staying in gorgeous Vancouver, Canada.  Here’s a photo of a very popular waterfront 
restaurant on Cardero in Coal Harbour.  Guess what the name of the restaurant is!  A very minimal amount of 
‘googling’ will give you the answer.  C’mon folks.  Work with me here!  Respond to:  carolesmall@shaw.ca 
 
 

 

mailto:carolesmall@shaw.ca
mailto:carolesmall@shaw.ca
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Letter from the Editor 

Carole Small, Editor 
 
The thing about putting together the newsletter is, it’s fun for me. The whole experience of putting it together 
is exhilarating and puts me in contact with loads of interesting people.  It makes me feel like part of the 
community here, and I like meeting people and learning about the club, its history and its people.   
 
Last month I told Judith and Ian and Richard that I was going to resign from the newsletter editor position.  I 
did that for two reasons; one was that I sometimes felt that nobody read the newsletter, and the other was 
that I felt that nobody read the newsletter because the editor was not a Jamaican. 
 
I am a Canadian.  I live in Jamaica for 5 or 6 months each year and do my best to be part of the local scene.  My 
husband, Jim Wilson, a sometimes imperious, stubborn person (also Canadian with a strong Scottish streak) is 
a sailor at heart.  He loves the club and everything it stands for, and, as do so many others, devotes countless 
unpaid hours to supporting its maintenance and well being and spends many unreturned dollars in doing so.   
 
It appears that nobody is racing to fill the vacancy created by my proposed resignation, and so for very 
personal and selfish reasons I am, as Ian puts it “keeping on keeping on”.  The reality is that in addition to 
loving what I’m doing, I can’t bear to think of it not “keeping on”.  But perhaps I’m delusional. 
 
I guess what I am trying to say here is that although I am not a Jamaican on paper, I am doing my best to be a 
Jamaican at heart for the time I’m there/here.  Can you live with that?   
 
Help me please.  Send me your responses to the mystery questions so I know someone’s actually reading the 
darn rag.  Tell me about your interests and amazing adventures and gripes (well, not so many of them maybe), 
and anything you’d like all the members to read about, so that the newsletter can be an even more engaging 
piece of work for everyone. 
 
I extend my heartfelt thanks to Judith and Heather for their unflagging support and contributions to the 
newsletter and its distribution.  And to Richard Hamilton and Lyn Langford who continue to support me and 
the newsletter with sailing news and photos.  Ian is good, but he needs a poke.  Who’d like to do that? 
 
And all you power boaters and fishermen (in Canada we’re supposed to call you ‘fishers’) on the dock.  I never 
hear bo-peep from you!  What’s up with that?  Talk to me!  Jamaica’s motto is “Out of many, one people”.  In 
the immortal words of John Lennon, “Give Peace a Chance”.  And yeah, I’m old(ish), but “I’m a Believer”. 

 
Sailing Quote 
 
"There is nothing like lying flat on your back on the deck, alone except for the helmsman aft at the wheel, 
silence except for the lapping of the sea against the side of the ship. At that time you can be equal to Ulysses 
and brother to him."  Errol Flynn, Actor 
 


