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COMMODORE’S REPORT 

 
Nigel Knowles 

 
September was incredibly busy with the 54th Marlin Tournament being the highlight of the month.   It’s events 
like this that confirm for me not only what friendly and generous members we have, but also how blessed we 
are to have the support of our truly dedicated Club staff and volunteers.  
 
The Club members with boats on the dock graciously moved their boats to allow us to accommodate the 40 
plus fishing boats that entered the tournament.  Their generosity and engagement made it possible for the 
tournament to take place and to be such a success.  Without their cooperation, there would have been no 
event. I offer my sincere thanks to everyone who was impacted by the activities.  Your flexibility and 
assistance were very much appreciated.   
 
Please accept my apologies for the recent lapses in timely communications regarding events and activities 
relating to the Fishing Tournament.  Amidst the hectic chaos and day to day organizational challenges 
associated with hosting a tournament of this magnitude, we sometimes neglected to clearly communicate 
details of events to our membership.  I regret that this communication was not as effective and timely as we 
had hoped it would be.   However, it was gratifying to see a good number of our members getting involved 
and socialising during the tournament,  be it on boats, at the charity comedy night, the awards evening, in the 
bar or around the weigh station.  It was certainly a hive of activity, although a quite exhausting week for many 
of us.  
 
Our staff also put forth a sterling effort all week.  Throughout the incredibly long hours, they offered dedicated 
and professional service.   They were positive, courteous and helpful to everyone they met or worked with, 
which is not always an easy accomplishment when under the pressure of such heavy demands. We owe them 
a big debt of gratitude for all they did and continue to do to finalise the accounts and clear up after such a big 
tournament.  Thank you all so very much.  
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Each year we learn more and more from these sorts of events.  This experience will help us, not only to 
improve our performance over time, but also to build on our commitment to generating healthy profits for the 
Club.  We need revenue and membership involvement to continue improving our infrastructure and Club 
activities, and I believe that this year’s hosting of events such as the Fishing Tournament will benefit everyone.  
Well done, and thanks to all who participated in any way. 
 
You will have all seen the continuing, and long overdue, improvements and investments we are making to the 
Club dock and security.  We now have a fully operational camera and recording system to help us identify 
security or other issues that may arise on our property.  In addition, the new security fence has now been 
erected.  This will assist our security team in protecting that end of the property from access by intruders.   
 
With the fence now located further out towards the road, we will be working on rearranging the dry dock area 
and potential overspill car parking, as we know that parking is often an issue when we have large events at the 
Club.  Hopefully, construction on the new road in front of the Club will commence soon, with planting and 
beatification of the boulevard by the contractor to follow.  We’re looking forward to presenting a far more 
attractive face to the land side of our club.    
 
The dock is looking much better with the newly installed metered pedestals.  However, we are still working on 
upgrading the power supply to the dock so that the pedestals can be used to their full potential  and 
programmed to ensure appropriate and correct electricity billing allocation.  We owe Peter Harper a big thank 
you for his work on organising the trenching and new transformer building that is needed for this new power 
supply.  Other individuals and businesses have also contributed in many ways and I hope we can recognize 
them all individually very soon.   
 
We still have further plans for the dock and infrastructure that will allow us to offer a truly world class dock to 
our members and visitors.  We are continuing to upgrade the clubhouse and other facilities at the same time.  
All of these improvements take a great deal of work and I am very lucky to have such a hard working 
Committee working with me to achieve such ambitious plans and to move the club forward for the good of the 
members and MBYC’s long term future.  
 
Last month we asked you to complete the online Club survey.  The survey was originally commissioned in 
response to the appeals of many of our members who wanted to see changes in the Club’s programs, 
infrastructure and social opportunities.  The survey results would assist us in establishing the appropriate 
priorities in our ongoing efforts to respond to those appeals and to set the Club on the road to success and 
prosperity.  To date, we have had a good number of responses to the survey. However, for those of you who 
have not yet responded, we want and encourage your participation.  We very much need and value your 
input, and this is your chance to be heard.  Just follow this link to complete the survey.  
http://goo.gl/forms/U1Eyl5KoeP  

http://goo.gl/forms/U1Eyl5KoeP
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MBYC MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
Taddy Tavares, Club Manager 

 
Progress of Clubhouse Upgrades 
 
Activities were at a fever pitch to complete all projects before the start of Montego Bay Yacht Club’s 54th 
Annual Marlin Tournament. The projects spearheaded were geared to improve the overall facilities, but 
primarily the dock.  

 
A few, long-awaited plans were initiated with frugal financial management.  A 
trench was dug to accommodate new cables and electrical lines to upgrade the 
power to the new pedestals which have now been installed. The pedestals, 
equipped with photo-cell lighting and meters for water and electricity, afford us 
the ability to determine more accurate charges for resident boat members. 
 
Closed circuit cameras are also a re-implemented feature of the dock, with 
pending additional cameras soon to cover other crucial areas such as the dinghy 
dock and the security gate, providing a more secure environment for the 
property. 

 
 
The second tennis court is in its last stages.  The final coat and outlines are 
the last processes to be completed in the next few days. The perimeter 
fencing is not quite finished, with material just received to complete the 
enclosure. Funds are still needed to cover the expense of product and 
material and I take this opportunity to reach out to our members who may 
wish to donate funds for this popular facility. 
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A chain-link fence has been erected outside the dry dock beside the tennis courts, starting from the Anchorage 
Apartments along the road to the security gate at the entrance. 
 

Events/Functions/Exhibitions  
 
The Marlin Tournament is now over, and this year’s participants eagerly wait to 
register for the 55th annual tournament in 2016. The overall winner, ‘Who Dat 
Express’ from the Cayman Islands and owned by Bunny Foster, received many 
trophies and prizes including the John R. McConnell Memorial Trophy. 
 
Next year, we hope to see more members coming forward to volunteer their 
expertise in helping to make this international tournament a smooth, resounding 
success. 
 

 
 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
We wish to inform Club Members that the Annual Christmas lunch this year will be held on Sunday, December 
20th.  Details will be announced shortly, but please mark your calendars for this important event. 

 
Condolences 
 
We offer belated condolences to the family of Richard Stewart of Stewart’s Auto Sales who passed away last 
week after a protracted period of illness. Richard, brother-in-law of our member Robin deLisser, was a long-
standing member of the RJYC and a great supporter of the MBYC. His funeral service was held last Sunday in 
Kingston. 

 

October Quiz Question 
 
The September 2015 quiz question was Who won the ‘Largest Blue Marlin, by Weight – Individual Angler’ 
award in the 2014 Fishing Tournament?  The correct answer was Joy Clark, on ‘Pension Fun’ – 297.5 pounds 
(the fish ). 
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The October quiz question is:  What is the name of the famous Jamaican artist who painted this work of art, 
and what is the title of the painting? 
 
Responses via email to:  carolesmall@shaw.ca 
 
 

 

 
Sailing Quote 
 
“Life is like Sailing.  You can use any wind to go in any direction.” 
 
Robert Brault 
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